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SUBJECT: MINISTER OF INFORMATION CALL ON ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY MOOSE 

REF: LOME 2548, 2563 

1 . TOGOLESE MINISTER OF INFORMATION JOHNSON MET WITH 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY MOOSE AUGUST 17 TO PRESENT A LETTER 
TO PRESIDENT CARTER FROM PRESIDENT EYADEMA. TEXT OF 
LETTER FOLLOWS BY SEPTEL. LETTER IS EXPECTED THANKS 
FROM EYADEMA TO US FOR WARNING OF THE ABORTED 1977 
MERCENARY ATTACK. 

2. JOHNSON REFERRED TO THE CONTENTS OF THE LETTER, 

AND THANKED THE US FOR THE TRANSPORT OF TOGOLESE TROOPS 
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TO SHABA PEACEKEEPING FORCE. HE SAID THAT IN SUCH 
CASES WHERE COMMUNISTSORGANIZE INCURSIONS, TOGO WAS 
READY TO FIGHT. JOHNSON TURNED CONVERSATION TO THE 
TOGOLESE SITUATION, AND EVENTS IN BENIN. UNFORTUNATELY, 

HE SAID, STATES CAN CHOOSE THEIR FRIENDS, BUT NOT THEIR 
NEIGHBORS. TOGO, HE STATED, FEELS ITS LIBERTY IS 
THREATENED BY THE SOVIET SPONSORED MILITARY BUILDUP 
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IN BENIN, SPEARHEADED BY AN ARMORED FORCE OF SOME 100 

TANKS. WITHOUT PEACE, THERE CAN BE NO ECONOMIC DE- 
VELOPMENT IN TOGO. TOGODOES NOT WISH TO BE ARMED 
OFFENSIVELY. BUT ONLY WANTS TO BE CAPABLE OF DETERRING 
THE ACTIONS OF ITS NEIGHBORS. NOTING NIGERIAN 
CONCERN AS WELL OVER EVENTS IN BENIN, HE SAID EYADEMA 
INSTRUCTED HIM TO RAISE THE QUESTION OF POSSIBLE U.S. 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE. 

3. IN RESPONSE, MOOSE THANKED JOHNSON FOR THE LETTER, 

AND ASSURED ITS PROMPT DELIVERY TO PRESIDENT CARTER. 

MOOSE NOTED THE PRESIDENT S OPPOSITION TO ALL ACTS OF 
TERRORISM AGAINST ALL NATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS, AND US 
WILLINGNESS TO COOPERATE IN COMBATING SUCH ACTIONS. 

HE POINTED TO TOGOLESE PARTICIPATION IN THE SHABA 
PEACEKEEPING FORCE AS A WELCOME MANIFESTATION OF PRESI- 
DENT EYADEMA'S RESOLVE TO OPPOSE ACTS OF INTERFERENCE. 
REGARDING JOHNSON'S REQUEST FOR PROVISIONS OF ARMS. 

MOOSE OUTLINED US POLICY ON LIMITING ARMS TRANSFERS 
AND IN THE AFRICAN CONTEXT, OUR DESIRE TO LIMIT LARGE 

OR SMALL TRANSFERS OF ARMS TO AFRICAN COUNTRIES. 

SECURITY THREATS, MOOSE STATED, UNDERSTANDABLY IMPEDE 
DEVOTING RESOURCES TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, BUT THROUGH 
THE OAU AND THROUGH COOPERATION AMONG WEST AFRICAN 
STATES, PERCEIVED CHALLENGES TO NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY 
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COULD BE MORE EFFECTIVELY HANDLED WITHOUT RECOURSE TO 
COSTLY ARMS PROGRAMS. MOOSE SAID HE HOPED TOGO WOULD 
SHARE ITS CONCERNS WITH OTHER FRIENDLY COUNTRIES IN 
WEST AFRICA AND CONTINUE TO SHARE INFORMATION WITH 
THE U.S. WHEN TOGO IS CONCERNED ABOUT BENIN’S MILITARY 
ACTIVITIES, AND ADDED THAT U.S. WOULD ONLY CONSIDER THE 
QUESTION OF MILITARY ASSISTANCE AGAINST THE BACKGROUND 
OF A STRONG DESIRE TO SUPPORT OTHER FORMS OF ASSISTANCE. 

4. JOHNSON ADDED THAT HE WAS ENCOURAGED US WOULD AT 
LEAST CONSIDER THE QUESTION. FOR HIM, CONSIDERATION 
OF THE PROBLEM, ITSELF, UNDERLINED THE MERIT OF 
BROACHING THE SUBJECT. JOHNSON THEN MADE BRIEF COURTESY 
CALLS ON FORMER AMBASSADORS TO TOGO PALMER AND RAWLS. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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